
DXnbaU Canal RoZing ClXb

ReminiVcing, probabl\ in Whe pXb, aboXW Whe floWilla on Whe
Falkirk Wheel WogeWher ZiWh anoWher do]en coaVWal roZing
boaWV and mXlWiple oWher crafW Ze remembered Ze¶d miVVed
oXW Whe biW aboXW roZing Where and jXVW Wrailered Whe boaWV Wo
Falkirk.
ObYioXVl\ XnfiniVhed bXVineVV bXW coXld Ze Vell iW Wo Whe
clXb?
We menWioned iW aW Whe ne[W clXb meeWing and Whe
reVoXnding anVZer ZaV \eV.
We¶Ye done major ScoWWiVh canalV and eYen a Wrip on Whe
Wheel Vo iW¶ll jXVW be a biW more of Whe Vame.

Ok, leW'V geW WhiV planned, ZhaW can Ze need, jXVW make VXre Ze¶re booked WhroXgh Whe WZo lockV and on Whe
Zheel. Oh, and WhaW¶V coming back Whe ne[W da\ Woo. OrganiVe a feZ creZV and off Ze go.

The poZerV of Whe inWerneW again and a qXick email oXW giYeV XV WZo propoVed ZeekendV.
The firVW Zeekend in SepWember ZaV choVen aV oXr prime Wime ZiWh a backXp Zeekend Whree ZeekV laWer
jXVW in caVe Whe ZeaWher ZaV abVolXWel\ dreadfXl. Frida\ and Monda\ for Whe Werminall\ leiVXred folk and Whe
Zeekend for Whe ZorkerV.

OXr firVW inWerneW Vearch reminded XV of Whe Skipper¶V GXide. An inYalXable docXmenW prodXced b\ ScoWWiVh
CanalV ZiWh deWailV and mapV of Whe loZland canalV. LINK
³IW LV a cRQWRXU caQaO ZLWK RQO\ RQe PRYLQJ VWUXcWXUe - LeaPLQJWRQ LLfW BULdJe LQ EdLQbXUJK. TKLV caQ be
QeJRWLaWed b\ SULRU aUUaQJePeQW ZLWK WKe WaWeUZa\ OffLce´ are perhapV VenWenceV Zhich mighW need a Zee
biW of aWWenWion Woo.

Google mapV and SWreeWYieZ giYe greaW YieZV of Whe canal and from Whe WoZpaWh along Whe Za\. IW VhoZV
feZ poWenWial placeV Wo Wie Xp oYernighW bXW LinliWhgoZ baVin lookV good.
The WoZpaWh iV alVo NaWional C\cle RoXWe 754.
On Whe Skipper¶V GXide and Google MapV iW VhoZV jXVW hoZ feZ VlipZa\V Where are along Whe canal.

A qXick YiViW Wo Whe Wheel on a SaWXrda\ alVo paid diYidendV.
A loYel\ lad\ in Whe informaWion office checked Whe laXnch feeV for XV - nil. She alVo gaYe me an Xp Wo daWe
cop\ of Whe Skipper¶V GXide, Whe main changeV are Whe differenW conWacW deWailV,
We¶re noW poZered Vo eYen WhoXgh Ze¶re a Wrailer laXnched YeVVel Vhe confirmed iW doeVn¶W aWWracW a fee.
ThankV ScoWWiVh CanalV. HoZeYer, WhaW pXWV XV VomeZhere near Whe claVV of porWaged boaWV like ka\akV
and canoeV, aW leaVW in Vome peopleV¶ mindV.
NoZ Wo Vee aboXW booking Whe Wheel and lockV.

https://www.scottishcanals.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/Scottish-Canals-Lowlands-Skippers-Guide-WEB-May-16.pdf


The moYemenWV aW Whe Wheel come Xnder Whe conWrol of Whe ³BoaWmaVWer´. WoZ - hoZ do I become  a
³BoaWmaVWer´? The\ are in charge of Whe WZo lockV aW Whe Wop, Whe Wheel, Whe baVin and Whe JXbilee lock oXW
Wo Whe ForWh Cl\de Canal. AlmoVW independenWl\ of Whe WZo canalV.
LXckil\ Whe BoaWmaVWer on dXW\ WhaW da\ ZaV aYailable and came oYer for a qXick chaW. He ZaV aZare of Whe
boaWV from Whe floWilla a feZ \earV ago bXW had Whe horrible WhoXghW WhaW XnpoZered crafW coXldn¶W WranViW Whe
WZo lockV aW Whe Wop. We¶re OK for Whe Zheel WhoXgh. ThaW¶V a biW of a VhoZ VWopper When. He did leW me
knoZ WhoXgh WhaW iW ZoXldn¶W be him on dXW\ WhaW Zeekend and WhaW Whe perVon Zho ZaV ZoXld be
boaWmaVWer Whe folloZing Zeek if I ZanWed Wo geW hiV opinion.

A qXick YiViW Wo LinliWhgoZ on Whe Za\ home Wo VXVV oXW Whe baVin. IW¶V all
rXn b\ YolXnWeerV and Whe\¶re onl\ Where aW Whe ZeekendV. HoZeYer a
Zalk doZn Whe canal WoZardV EdinbXrgh paVVeV a ponWoon ZiWh
reVidenWial bargeV. LXckil\ Where ZaV DaYe Zho haV VWa\ed in DrXmbeg
for VeYen \earV. He loYeV LinliWhgoZ Woo becaXVe of Whe eaV\ linkV b\
rail and Whe X38 bXV, a Zee lighW bXlb momenW here Woo. YeV Ze coXld Wie
Xp Wo hiV boaW and be a biW more VecXre oYernighW.

A Vecond Zalk along Whe canal from Lochrin BaVin aW
FoXnWainbridge in EdinbXrgh Voon diVcoYerV LeamingWon
LifW Bridge. An ama]ing Zork of engineering. Think of
Whe lifW Whe\ pXW \oXr car on in Whe garage ZiWh foXr poVWV
and When pXW WhaW oYer a canal. AboXW a mile from Whe
canal¶V end iV HarriVon Park and OgilYie Terrace Zhere
Where iV a VlipZa\.

IW¶V coming WogeWher.

ScoWWiVh CanalV ³hire oXW´ a ke\ Wo Whe WoileWV and
VhoZerV on Whe canalV. We made VXre Ze had one.

The informaWion aboXW Whe X38 paid off Woo. BaVicall\ iW rXnV from aboXW a mile from Whe Wheel aW Whe Falkirk
CommXniW\ HoVpiWal Wo EdinbXrgh. PaVVing WhroXgh LinliWhgoZ and RaWho SWaWion on Whe Za\. RaWho SWaWion
iV jXVW oYer a mile from RaWho Vo iW coXldn¶W be eaVier. TimeWable

DaYe Wook a rXn on hiV bike beWZeen Whe Wheel and LinliWhgoZ. GreaW VWXff bXW be prepared for a ZaWerfall in
Whe WXnnel ZaV Whe reporW.

ThaW pUoblem again
Phoning Whe BoaWmaVWer for Whe da\¶V Ze¶d be Where ZaVn¶W a greaW
oXWcome. He ZaV of Whe opinion WhaW XnpoZered crafW coXldn¶W XVe Whe
lockV XnleVV iW ZaV a chariW\ or Vpecial eYenW or aXWhoriVed b\ Whe
³boVVeV´.
HoZ aboXW Whe biW in Whe Skipper¶V GXide WhaW Va\V ³ Where XnpoZered
and porWable crafW are conVidered Woo large Wo porWage roXnd lockV,
Whe\ ma\ WranViW WhroXgh  Whe lockV. The\ mXVW be Zarped WhroXgh on

ropeV ZiWh no-one on board´ ?
EYen Whe facW Ze¶d alread\ done 67 lockV on Whe ForWh Cl\de and Caledonian CanalV didn¶W help.
TheVe are deeper.

https://www.google.co.uk/maps/@55.9238205,-3.2488238,3a,75y,235.28h,79.22t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1ss0XF-_a-nM7ngOG_iQfxIA!2e0!7i13312!8i6656


And Vo began Whe greaW adYenWXre inWo Whe bXreaXcrac\ of
WZo lockV.
AfWer mXlWiple phone callV and emailV and copieV of WhoVe
emailV Wo Whe ne[W perVon iW VWarWed Wo moYe forZard.
SomeZhere in WhiV chain Ze managed Wo book a paVVage
WhroXgh Whe LeamingWon LifW Bridge. A VWep forZard.

EYenWXall\, a Zeek ahead of oXr Wrip, on a SaWXrda\, Gar\
phoned and Vaid YES !!
IW¶V on!! ThankV folkV.

Phone callV Wo BoaW MoYemenWV Wo confirm oXr bookingV
for Whe bridge lifW and Wo Whe Wheel Wo confirm Ze are
e[pecWed boWh doZn and Xp iW - inclXding Whe lockV.

The liVW
MeanZhile on oXr VpreadVheeW Ze¶Ye goW 25 nameV ZiWh
eYer\ combinaWion of da\V Whe\ can do.
The canal ZaV When diYided Xp inWo Whree VecWionV
Lochrin BaVin Wo RaWho, 8 mileV. 10 if Ze go Wo Whe end for
compleWion.

RaWho Wo LinliWhgoZ, 13 mileV.
LinliWhgoZ Wo Falkirk BaVin, 11 mileV
EdinbXrgh Wo LinliWhgoZ ZoXld be roZed on one da\ and Whe reVW on Whe ne[W ZiWh
a Vimilar paWWern coming back.
A VXrfeiW of nameV for Whe Zeekend bXW feZer for Whe Frida\ and SaWXrda\ Vo leW¶V
bring oXr Vecond boaW inWo pla\ for Whe SaWXrda\ and SXnda\.
A feZ gapV on Whe Monda\ liVW bXW a coXple of heroeV mighW do a doXble VhifW.
The\'re pXW in an\Za\ and Ze¶ll  giYe a laVW VhoXW roXnd Whe clXb.
EYer\one haV a VeaW.

The Plan.
One boaW goeV from EdinbXrgh Wo LinliWhgoZ on Whe Frida\. The Vecond boaW joinV iW on Whe SaWXrda\ and
boWh go Wo Whe Wheel. The reYerVe on Whe reWXrn recoYering one boaW aW LinliWhgoZ and Whe oWher in
EdinbXrgh. We¶ll haYe been Wo Whe end of Whe canal aW Lochrin BaVin on Frida\ Vo Ze¶ll noW boWher Whe lifW
bridge again. BeVideV Zhich iW¶ll be Whe end of Whe da\ and afWer 3 hoXrV roZing Vo Whe e[Wra 2 mileV mighW
haYe encoXraged a mXWin\.

GeWWing Whe creZV Wo Whe VWarW and from Whe finiVheV needV a biW of aWWenWion. The clXb chairman Va\V ³leaYe
WhaW Wo Whe co[eV of each leg´. The 8 co[eV all Va\ ³God bleVV \oX Vir.´ or VomeWhing like WhaW.

ThaW Zee biW of informaWion aboXW Whe X38 helpV Woo. AW leaVW Ze can moYe from one VWop Wo Whe ne[W b\
pXblic WranVporW. IW nearl\ paVVeV Whe Wheel, LinliWhgoZ and RaWho.

We agree an eYening Wo moYe Whe boaWV from Wheir dollieV onWo Whe road WrailerV. Check WhaW Ze VWill haYe
ke\V for Whe lockV and WhaW arrangemenWV are made Wo paVV Whem on aV iW¶ll be Vomeone elVe bringing Whe
boaW back. PXmp Xp Whe W\reV, bend back Whe mXdgXard off Whe Zheel, greaVe Whe rollerV, check Whe
elecWricV.
SWrip Whe boaW of all Whe ³e[WraV´ like Whe anchor. EnVXre Ze haYe a long boZ and VWern rope in each boaW.
OXr main oarV are 13 feeW ZiWh 3 feeW inboard. ThaW¶V 10 feeW oXW each Vide and a beam of 6 feeW. Onl\ 26
feeW Zide When. HaYe \oX Veen WhaW canal? 26 feeW, nae chance!



Change Whe oarV for oXr VhorW VcXlling VeWV Zhich are onl\ aboXW 9 feeW long. LXckil\ Ze¶Ye acqXired 4 VeWV
oYer Whe \earV and Whe\¶Ye been inYalXable. The\¶re Whe old deVign ZiWh bolWV WhroXgh Whem inWo Whe plaWeV,
alZa\V a Zeak poinW, bXW Whe\ Veem fine.
All of Whem Zill go in Whe firVW boaW oXW and foXr geW paVVed Wo Whe Vecond boaW on Whe SaWXrda\. ThaW meanV
Whe firVW creZV geW Whe choice of VcXlling or Vingle oarV.
Each boaW alread\ haV a paddle in iW, Vi[ more Wo gaWher for Whe Wrip.
Read\ Wo go, creZV arranged, boaWV on WrailerV and kiWWed oXW, Ze knoZ Zhere Ze¶re going and moVW of all -
Ze haYe permiVVionV and bookingV.
There¶V Vome diVcXVVion aboXW lifejackeWV aV iW¶V onl\ a canal and \oX coXld probabl\ VWand Xp bXW
diVcreWion and VafeW\ are Whe beWWer parW of YaloXr Vo Ze¶ll all XVe Whem. AparW from Zhich, freVh ZaWer
droZning iV mXch ZorVe Whan Vea ZaWer droZning - look iW Xp or ZaWch JameV Cameron¶V film  µThe Ab\VV¶.



The Ueal adYenWXUe beginV heUe.

Da\ 1
Edin Wo RaWho, Black AgneV
CreZ LiVW, George, Jimm\, DoroWh\, Allan and Claire
LocaWoZeb - 4 picV

IW¶V an earl\ VWarW for Ali Waking Whe boaW on Whe Wrailer, parking Whe Wrailer and When heading home, noW eYen
roZing. ThankV Ali.
MeanZhile carV and moWorhomeV are creeping aroXnd EaVW LoWhian and gradXall\ focXVVing on OgilYie
Terrace aW HarriVon Park in EdinbXrgh. The Map
To Whe amXVemenW of a feZ WoZpaWh joggerV and ZalkerV Black AgneV iV laXnched and Zarped Wo Whe
nearb\ ponWoon. We check Whe LocaWoZeb Wracker iV VeW Wo ³dcrc´ and WXrned on.

We regXlarl\ XVe locaWoZeb.com Wo folloZ and record
oXr WripV. YoX can folloZ Whem liYe on Whe Zeb Woo.
JXVW look on Wheir ³TrackV´ page and Vearch for
³dcrc´ and \oX¶ll Vee oXr recenW WrackV inclXding Whe
canal. Some eYen haYe phoWoV on Whem - look for
Whe camera icon. FirVW leg

The eighW oarV Zere jXVW Woo WempWing, Vo deVpiWe
neYer haYing VcXlled before Whe creZ Wook WZo each
and prepared Wo VeW off WoZardV EdinbXrgh aW 8am
prompW.

Camera VhoWV and a biW of Yideo and deVpiWe Whe
VWarW like a drXnken ZaWer beeWle Whe\ Voon goW Whe
rh\Whm and headed off for life in Whe big ciW\.

https://www.google.co.uk/maps/@55.9397772,-3.4661708,3a,60y,249.13h,80.28t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1sj4oATDiwNbJqmoQtQcdHPQ!2e0!7i13312!8i6656
https://www.google.co.uk/maps/@55.9322817,-3.2264421,3a,61.9y,126.85h,89.94t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1s9Yl263up5fxzZ-dWf_cOCg!2e0!7i16384!8i8192
https://locatoweb.com/map/single/0854272585


Back home aW DXnbar Ze XVXall\ laXnch inWo
BroadhaYen and When immediaWel\ haYe Wo paVV
Xnder Whe narroZ enWrance bridge. We¶re Zell
pracWiVed aW fairing. RoZ like mad WoZardV Whe
narroZ biW and aW Whe laVW Vecond leW go of Whe oarV
Vo Whe\ drop beVide Whe boaW and Ze pop WhroXgh.
JXVW like WhaW. The pracWice came in hand\. TZo
road bridgeV laWer and aW 8:15 Whe LeamingWon LifW
Bridge ZaV Xp for XV Wo fair Xnder, Ze roZ inWo Whe
baVin aW Whe end, geW inWo a Wangle ZiWh Whe oarV and
When come back Xnder Whe bridge aW 8:30. All aV
booked. The maVWerplan had VWarWed off e[Wremel\
Zell.

HoZ doeV Whe co[ giYe commandV like VWroke Vide
onl\ Zhen VWroke and eYer\ oWher roZer haV an oar
in boWh handV? The\ Voon foXnd oXW.

BridgeV, aqXedXcWV, WXnnelV, paVVing boaWV - no problem. Onl\ 62 bridgeV Wo go When.
5 more bridgeV and When iW¶V Whe Prince Charlie AqXedXcW. IW¶V VWrange roZing oYer carV, bXVeV and WrXckV.
Ne[W Whe SlaWeford AqXedXcW oYer Whe WaWer of LeiWh. The Map
GreaW YieZ and Vome heighW. IW reall\ makeV \oX appreciaWe hoZ Zell Whe bXilderV did Wheir Zork. QXick VWop
and change from oarV Wo paddleV.
IW¶V greaW Wo look doZn on Whe WaWer of LeiWh ViViWor CenWre from aboYe and from a boaW
On Whe oWher Vide iV Whe railZa\ YiadXcW and iW¶V ama]ing Wr\ing Wo race a Wrain aW WhaW heighW.
SWill racing WrainV aV Ze go paVW KingVknoZe VWaWion and on inWo deepeVW WeVWer HaileV.
A challenging bridge aV Ze approach WeVWer HaileV Road. Ma\be a biW Woo long for Whe momenWXm of
fairing and noW XVing Whe paddleV. The co[ geWV XV acroVV paddling like a big canoe.
Then a righW WXrn and a VprinW alongVide Whe b\paVV, lefW WXrn and oYer iW on EaVWer HermiVWon - Bridge 9
Weird WhiV nXmbering V\VWem. MoVW of Whe older VWone bridgeV haYe Wheir nXmber on Whe ke\VWone in Whe
cenWre. We¶d faired WhroXgh more Whan 9 bridgeV Vo a qXick conVXlW of Whe map ZaV in order.
The\¶d Vneaked in a 4a, a 5a and alVo 6a,b,and c. No Zonder Ze felW loVW.

PaVW HermiVWon Park & Ride, an
inYiVible aqXedXcW oYer Whe
Gogar BXrn, a feZ bridgeV and
paVV Whe golf coXrVe inWo oXr
firVW VWop and creZ change aW
RaWho.

LocaWoZeb, and a Vearch for
µdcrc¶ b\ Whe ne[W creZ VhoZV a
Wrack called ³EdinbXrgh Wo raWho´
- VoXndV promiVing.
An\Za\, iW VhoZV Whem jXVW
along from Whe golf coXrVe and
ZiWh an aYerage Vpeed of aboXW
2.5 mph and Whe\¶Ye nearl\
done 9 mileV. JXVW enoXgh Wime
Wo finiVh oXr drinkV.

https://www.google.co.uk/maps/@55.9238205,-3.2488238,3a,75y,235.28h,79.22t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1ss0XF-_a-nM7ngOG_iQfxIA!2e0!7i13312!8i6656
https://locatoweb.com/map/single/0854272585


RaWho Wo LinliWhgoZ
CreZ LiVW, ChriV, M\ra, RoVie, Bob, Mick, Maggie
LocaWoZeb - 10 picV

Doing one of Whe car VhXWWleV and parking aW LinliWhgoZ and forWXne faYoXrV XV. DeVpiWe iW noW being a
Zeekend one of Whe canal VocieW\ YolXnWeerV ZaV Where Waking Whe rXbbiVh bagV Wo Whe coZp.
A qXick conYerVaWion before panic VeWV in. We¶re planning on laXnching Whe VolXnWeer Where on SaWXrda\
and parking Whe Wrailer oYernighW on Whe Vlope doZn. AndreZ Liddle, for iW ZaV he, Vaid WhaW aV SaWXrda\ ZaV
a YolXnWeer da\ Where¶V no chance of a parking Vpace on Whe Vlope afWer aboXW 8 in Whe morning.
HoZeYer, he ZoXld be one of Whe earlieVW and coXld park on Whe Vlope and When Zhen Ze arriYed moYe hiV
car Vo Ze coXld leaYe Whe Wrailer Where.
OXr hero.
NoZ ZaV Whe Wime Wo WeVW WhaW magic X38 bXV. TrXe enoXgh iW arriYed doZn near TeVco¶V and headed back
WhroXgh deepeVW W LoWhian and paVW Whe airporW Wo RaWho SWaWion. AcroVV Whe A8 and VWarW Xp Whe hill calling
in aW Whe Co-op for a hoW VaXVage roll Wo eaW on Whe Za\, jXVW righW.
³We¶re in Whe pXb´ iV Whe We[W Zhen I aVk Zhere eYer\one iV.  Of coXrVe - WhaW greaW big graVV\ biW oXW Whe
back ZiWh WableV and XmbrellaV, hoZ did I miVV iW?

The Wracker VhoZed Zhen Whe\ arriYe, Ze XVe Whe magic ScoWWiVh CanalV ke\ Wo open Whe WoileWV aW Whe
marina and When Ze¶re read\ for Whe off.

Bridge 15 oXr VWarW aW RaWho.

We paVV Whe SeagXll TrXVW berWh. The\ do
ama]ing Zork Waking people ZiWh Vpecial
needV onWo Whe canal. The\ haYe VeYeral
brancheV aW Falkirk and RaWho on Whe Union
Canal aV Zell aV Whe ForWh Cl\de and
Caledonian CanalV.
Their berWh ZaV empW\ Zhich probabl\ meanW
Where Zere a feZ boaWV ahead of XV, Ze¶ll
Voon Vee. JXVW aroXnd Whe ne[W corner Ze
meeW Whem coming WoZardV XV.
We pXll in aW Whe canal Vide, grab a hold of Whe
VhrXbber\ and ZaiW. HaYe \oX eYer Veen
boaWV moYe Vo VloZl\ before? A WooW and a
chaW aV each one paVVeV.

PreWW\ qXickl\ Ze geW Wo Whe BonningWon AqXedXcW and grab Whe paddleV and make oXr Za\ oYer iW. YoX
don¶W Vee mXch ViWWing doZn aV Ze go bXW Whe co[ geWV a YieZ if Whe\ VWand Xp.

https://locatoweb.com/map/single/1230272607
https://seagulltrust.org.uk/


A feZ more bridgeV Wo WeVW oXr fairing WechniqXe and Ze geW Wo Whe real aqXedXcW - Whe Almond.
Here iW¶V ZorWh changing compleWel\ Wo a big canoe Vo Ze Vhip oarV, moYe Wo Whe VideV and paddle.

IW¶V VWrange facing Whe Za\ Ze go, mind \oX iW giYeV XV a break and Ze don¶W haYe Wo look aW Whe co[.

The flighWpaWh for landing aW EdinbXrgh iV jXVW ahead Vo a biW of plane VpoWWing aV Ze go.

Back on oarV, anoWher bridge and aroXnd a corner and Ze Vee ZhaW lookV like an\ oWher bridge onl\ longer.
IW¶V Whe M8
RoZ like mad, fair and eYenWXall\ Ze rXn oXW of VWeam. No problem, paVV Whe co[ a paddle and Whe\¶ll geW XV
WhroXgh.

OnZardV, bridge 24 and Where¶V a boaW for Vale and Whe ScoWWiVh Canal dXmp of dredged VWXff and Whe boaW
Zhich lifWV Whe Zeed oXW of Whe canal, a ZonderfXl Whing like a Zire conYe\or belW. The Map
Bro[bXrn ne[W and anoWher ScoWWiVh CanalV WoileW Wo Wr\ Whe ke\ on.

Ne[W comeV Whe fence. WhaW iV iW eiWher in Whe canal or in Bro[bXrn WhaW Whe\ ZanW Wo keep aparW?
There¶V aboXW a mile of indXVWrial fencing, \oX knoZ Whe VWXff ZiWh Whe big VpikeV on Wop.
HoZeYer, from Whe droppingV along Whe WoZpaWh Ze dedXce Whe\ all haYe giganWic dogV.

On Whe Za\ oXW Ze diVcoYered Whe VecreW VlipZa\ on Whe eaVW Vide jXVW paVW Whe park. Ne[W Wime ma\be.

https://www.google.co.uk/maps/@55.9257232,-3.4672784,3a,75y,196.34h,82.13t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1sb9nX0tAqtNLEU1QrhQ8nfw!2e0!7i13312!8i6656
https://www.google.co.uk/maps/@55.9397772,-3.4661708,3a,60y,249.13h,80.28t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1sj4oATDiwNbJqmoQtQcdHPQ!2e0!7i13312!8i6656


JXVW afWer Bro[bXrn Ze decided noW Wo make an offer for Whe
Zreck.
A feZ changeV of co[ aV Ze go along and Ze diVcoYer VeYeral
neZ Za\V of VWopping Whe boaW like heading VWraighW inWo Whe
bank, iW ZorkV.
Some VWraighWV ne[W beWZeen Whe Vhale bingV, iW¶V a biW like
being in a deep cXWWing.
SomeZhere in Whe VWone Zall alongVide Whe WoZpaWh Where¶V an
incredible VWone bench bXilW inWo iW. Too qXick Wo geW Whe camera
WhoXgh.

Up ahead Where¶V a VZan famil\ of WZo adXlWV and fiYe big
c\gneWV. We Wr\ approaching genWl\ bXW Whe oarV oXW Whe Vide

coming WoZardV \oX can¶W look Woo good Wo a VZan Vo Whe\ all
VZim in fronW of XV. EYenWXall\ Ze reach a WXrning hole and
fair Wo one Vide creeping b\ Vi[ of Whem. The male decideV Wo
VWa\ ahead.
SeYeral WrieV Wo paVV iW bXW iW doeVn¶W like Whe boaW and headV
off Xp Whe canal.
AnoWher WXrning hole and Ze geW paVW dadd\ VZan and he
VeWV off back doZn Whe canal.
Park Farm BiVWro and When VWraighW inWo LinliWhgoZ.
Unload Whe boaW, Wie Whe oarV and VWXff WogeWher and Ze
paddle Whe boaW doZn Wo Whe hoXVeboaW DrXmbeg and Wie Xp
for Whe nighW. ThankV DaYe.
The car iV VWill Where and all of Whe people VhXWWling goeV Zell
Vo back Wo DXnbar.
End of da\ 1 and all iV Zorking oXW.



Da\ 2
LinliWhgoZ - FalkiUk Wheel, 2 boaWV
CreZ LiVWV
Black AgneV
ChriV, RoVie, Jimm\, Colin
VolXnWeeU
Bob, Iain, Brian, Kenn\, Penn\
LocaWoZeb - 12 picV

Colin VeWV off earl\ Wo leaYe hiV car aW Whe
Wheel and geW back Wo LinliWhgoZ.
A major parW of Whe planning ZaV Whe lockV and
Whe Wheel. LeW iW go. The\ don¶W ZanW XV Where
Zhile Whe\¶re moYing Whe poZer boaWV and Zill
leW XV doZn on Whe Zheel aW Whe end of da\.
ThaW meanV 4:30 pm aW Whe WZo lockV. Working
backZardV Ze reckon a noon VWarW aW
LinliWhgoZ Zill giYe XV plenW\ of Wime.

We park Xp and geW Black AgneV read\. IW rained oYernighW Vo Ze had a liWWle bailing Wo do.
VolXnWeer arriYeV on Whe Wrailer, iV laXnched and AndreZ moYeV hiV car and Ze park Whe Wrailer. ThankV
again AndreZ.
Trailer lock ke\V are VZapped and Whe WoZing board Waken care of aV Vomeone elVe iV Waking iW back
WomorroZ.

We realiVed Ze Zere VWill WZo creZ memberV VhorW and WhoXghW Whe\ ZoXld be caXghW Xp in Whe meVV on
EdinbXrgh b\paVV.

We VeW off 4 in each boaW an\Za\ and eYenWXall\
geW Whe meVVage WhaW one iV on Whe Za\ Wo
London and one held Xp. Une[pecWed bXW Ze¶ll
cope.
5 bridgeV Wo fair WhroXgh and Ze¶re on Whe AYon
aqXedXcW. PaddleV for a biW and When Ze all VWop
half Za\ acroVV Vo Ze can geW oXW and Vee Whe
YieZ.
Bridge 49 cafe for a break. Nice coffee and cake
and creZ member 5 joinV XV.
A qXick look inWo Whe baVin aW bridge 49 and Ze
Va\ hello Wo Robin Fr\er on SWeinZe\. Robin
coordinaWed Whe canal boaWV for Whe floWilla Zhen
Ze all ZenW on Whe Zheel. ThiV baVin iV jXVW
magic, noW Wid\ and VWerile like Whe neZer oneV,
Where¶V planW poWV, dream caWcherV, dXckZeed
and ama]ing dragonflieV.

More bridgeV, Ze¶re geWWing e[perW noZ, When Ze¶re paVVing Whe high ZallV of PolmonW YoXng OffenderV
InVWiWXWe.
NoZ for Whe long VWraighW ZiWh Vome anWicipaWion Woo. There¶V a WXnnel coming afWer anoWher 6 bridgeV.
LeWV geW VWXck inWo Whe oarV and geW WhiV ne[W biW done.
HaYe Ze goW Whe headlampV, ZhaW aboXW Whe horn? Time iV VWarWing Wo preVV for WhaW 4:30 deadline Vo leW'V
hope Where¶V no oWher boaWV in Whe WXnnel.
SXcceVV and Ze geW Where VmarWiVh. Under bridge 61 and roXnd Whe corner Where¶V a boaW coming.

https://locatoweb.com/map/single/2036272645


Oh no, WhiV coXld reall\ hold XV Xp, Ze boWh pXll in Wo Whe Vide and leW iW go b\ and When Vee anoWher one
behind iW.
ThaW paVVeV and Ze¶re aW Whe WXnnel and Whe WZo Zere Whe onl\ oneV - iW¶V free.
PaddleV oXW, lighWV on and blaVW of Whe horn and Ze¶re off.
There are lighWV WhroXgh iW Vo Ze can Vee Whe amoXnW of rock Whe\
dXg oXW b\ hand - incredible.
There¶V ZaWer dripping WhroXgh and a feZ pedeVWrianV Zho geW a
blaVW of Whe horn each.
The VoXnd of poXring ZaWer and Ze diVcoYer Whe ZaWerfall. IW¶V
more like a large Wap WXrned on fXll Vo Whe co[ decideV Zhich creZ
member iV geWWing Whe benefiW.

On Wo Whe lockV noZ WooW VZeeW. 4:30 iV looming
There¶V a barge coming oXW of Whe Wop lock and one fXrWher doZn
VWill Wo go in.
We Wie Xp and ZaiW for oXr Vecond boaW Wo arriYe.
Corrie and KeYin from SC help XV and do all Whe ZaWer Zork VWXff.
There are WZo lockV Wo go doZn and Whe\¶re fairl\ deep. We need Wo Zarp Whe boaWV WhroXgh on ropeV ZiWh

no creZ. The onl\ WroXble iV WhaW Where iV a fooWbridge beWZeen Whe WZo lockV and Ze¶ll need a rope Xnder iW if
Ze¶re Wo pXll Whe boaWV Wo Whe boWWom lock. There¶V alVo a bird¶V neVW Xnder Whe bridge Vo Ze can¶W Wr\ and
VZing a rope WhroXgh eiWher. QXick, drop a rope Wo Whe boaW coming Xp, WhaW confXVed Whem bXW Whe\ Wook iW
Xnder for XV.

A biW of VhXffling and Whe boaWV go doZn one lock, Whe gaWeV open and Ze pXll Whe firVW boaW WhroXgh, Ze
hadn¶W WhoXghW Wo Wie Whem WogeWher bXW Ze manage Wo moYe Whe Vecond one inWo Whe lock.
DoZn again and Whe Vecond bridge VWopV Whe rope pXlling Whem oXW Vo iW¶V doZn Whe ladder inWo Whe firVW boaW.



We manage Wo Wie Whe boZ of Whe Vecond Wo Whe VWern of Whe firVW and When iW¶V a big canoe and paddled oXW.
EYer\one back in and paddleV oXW again

KeYin leadV XV WhroXgh Whe RoXghcaVWle WXnnel
Zhere Ze appreciaWe Whe diVco lighWV and When come
oXW onWo Whe approach Wo Whe Wheel.

BoWh boaWV onWo Whe Wheel and iW goeV inWo acWion.

SealV Veal and VloZl\ Ze begin Wo moYe.
The YieZ iV ama]ing and Whe mechanicV are almoVW
VilenW Vo Ze creep doZnZardV WhroXgh Whe Vk\ Wo Whe
baVin.



We¶re direcWed Wo Whe pier aW Whe oWher Vide of Whe
baVin, paddle oYer and Wie Xp Whe boaWV and gear for
Whe nighW.

A coXple of oXr gXardian angelV haYe parked Wheir camper Yan Where oYernighW Wo keep an e\e on Whem.
We head for Colin¶V car and head back Wo LinliWhgoZ Zhere Ze geW Whe carV and headed home.
Brian and ChriV ZaiW opWimiVWicall\ aW Whe bXV VWop aW Whe Zheel, do bXVeV VWop here?
EYenWXall\ Ze heard WhaW a pedeVWrian came b\ and Wook Whem Wo a bXV VWop on Whe oWher Vide of Whe canal
Zhere Whe\ goW a bXV Wo Whe VWaWion and hence home.
End of da\ 2



Da\ 3, SXnda\
FalkiUk Wheel - LinliWhgoZ , 2 boaWV
CreZ liVWV
Black AgneV
Ali, BridgeW, SWeYe, Gabi, Brian
VolXnWeeU
DaYid, Pam, Kenn\, M\ra, George

Bob had planned Whe ZeaWher. He ZaV doing hiV VhifWV on Frida\, SaWXrda\ and Monda\. On SXnda\ iW
rained for an hoXr or more Wo VWarW Whe da\. Coincidence?

AfWer iW¶V firVW WeVW rXn Ze go Xp Whe Wheel before Whe poZered crafW VWarW Wheir da\
InWo Whe WXnnel Zhich gaYe a feZ minXWeV VhelWer from Whe rain.

Up Whe 2 lockV WhankV Wo Whe SC VWaff again.

IW¶V a repla\ aV Ze head back Wo LinliWhgoZ.

BrillianW YiadXcWV and Whe WXnnel again. The co[ decided Zhich Vide Wo go depending Zhich roZer Whe\ ZanW
Wo geW ZeW.

AnoWher VWop aW Bridge 49 cafe, Whe mandaWor\
coffee and cake again.

We Wie Xp aW Whe canal cenWre in LinliWhgoZ and
VorW Whe WZo boaWV oXW. EnoXgh VWXff goeV inWo
Black AgneV Wo conWinXe Whe ne[W da\ and Whe
reVW goeV inWo Whe VolXnWeer
LXckil\ Whe Wrailer iV VWill Where and Whe righW
perVon haV Whe righW ke\V Vo Ze lifW VolXnWeer
oXW and Vend her on Whe Za\ home.

Blach AgneV iV WeWhered Wo DrXmbeg again for Whe oYernighW VWa\ and Ze¶re off.. ThankV again DaYe



Da\ 4, Monda\
LinliWhgoZ - RaWho. Black AgneV
CreZ liVW
Kenn\, Ali, DaYid, ChriVWopher, Bob
LocaWoZeb - 15 picV

We VWarW Whe da\ complaining Whe\'re noW Whe beVW paddleV and onl\ 4 oarV had been lefW Vo Ze can¶W VcXll.
AV Ze¶re geWWing oXr acW WogeWher a feZ canal boaWV head off VloZl\ WoZardV EdinbXrgh, Ze¶ll be folloZing
Whem.
We hope Whe\¶re V\mpaWheWic and leW XV paVV if Ze caWch Xp ZiWh Whem. Some chance - Ze¶Ye neYer caXghW
Xp ZiWh one \eW.
The creZ are keen Wo VeW off, preparaWionV Wo go are nearl\ read\ bXW Whe Wechnolog\ iV defeaWing XV. The
co[ iV VWill Wr\ing Wo WXrn on Whe Wracker and geW Whe VWarWing phoWo. ThiV iVn¶W reall\ compaWible ZiWh a narroZ
canal. JXVW a feZ VecondV inaWWenWion and one Vide of Whe boaW iV roZing WhroXgh Whe reedV. Then Ze¶re
roZing on Whe oWher Vide nearl\ reaching Whe WoZpaWh and Whe creZ debaWe Waking Whe co[¶V WickeW off Whem.
EYenWXall\ iW¶V all Zorking and Ze¶re off.

SomeWhing haV happened in Whe
inWerYening da\V and all of Whe floaWing
iVlandV haYe bXnched Xp WogeWher.
TheVe are a meWre or Vo Zide parWV of Whe
bank Zhich obYioXVl\ break off and floaW
aZa\.
Like Wropical e[plorerV Ze beaW oXr Za\
WhroXgh Whem and learn Wo dodge indiYidXal
oneV b\ fairing and jinking b\ Whem.

We meeW Whe VZan famil\ again and moWher and Whe 5 c\gneWV paVV b\ fairl\ qXickl\ and dad again decideV
Wo lead XV along Whe canal for a biW.

JXVW before Bro[bXrn Ze decide noW Wo
make an offer for Whe Zreck.

https://locatoweb.com/map/single/0641272898


PaVW Whe VecreW VlipZa\ and When a qXick VWop aW Bro[bXrn Wo WeVW
Whe ScoWWiVh CanalV WoileW ke\ aW PorW BXchan baVin and haYe a
Vnack aW Whe picnic bencheV. One of Whe oWher WableV haV Whe local
\oXWh MenVa meeWing in progreVV and Whe\¶re concenWraWing Vo
hard on Wheir phoneV Whe\ don¶W eYen look Xp.

AW Bridge 23 ScoWWiVh CanalV baVe Where VWill haV Wheir collecWion of
VXpermarkeW Wrolle\V and oWher meWalZork recoYered from Whe
canal. The VieYe-cXm-conYe\or belW boaW mXVW be Whe one Whe\
Wrack doZn Whe floaWing iVlandV ZiWh, iW all makeV VenVe noZ bXW
iW¶V obYioXVl\ been reVWing for qXiWe a Zhile, LINK
We VWill don¶W ZanW Wo bX\ Whe boaW WhaW¶V for Vale.

We paVV Xnder Whe moWorZa\ again and roXnd Whe corner and Ze geW Whe feeling Ze¶re being ZaWched.
There¶V a coZ on bridge 21 VWanding ZaWching XV. HoZ inqXiViWiYe iV iW? Will iW ZaWch aV Ze come oXW Whe
oWher Vide? IW doeV. HighlighW of Whe da\, Ze¶Ye made a coZ happ\.

Under Whe flighWpaWh again dXcking Whe jeWV, oYer Whe Almond aqXedXcW and on inWo RaWho Zhere Whe ne[W
VhifW iV ZaiWing.
The creZ diVperVe and \eW again WhaW X38 comeV in hand\ geWWing back Wo LinliWhgoZ for Whe car.

https://www.google.co.uk/maps/@55.9257372,-3.4671637,3a,79.7y,152.28h,69.33t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1sExLR0yvtmYPBKFZMmyaaRA!2e0!7i13312!8i6656


RaWho - EdinbXUgh
CreZ LiVW
Pam, Alice, Brian, Ali, SXe
LocaWoZeb

LaVW VecWion, all doZnhill from here.

AfWer deliYering Whe boaW aW Whe VWarW of Whe Wrip Ali alVo ZanWV Wo be
in aW Whe end and iV doing a doXble VhifW Woda\. HaYing roZed from
Whe Wheel Wo LinliWhgoZ Whe da\ before he¶ll be Whe onl\ one Wo
haYe done Whe compleWe canal - anoWher badge needed perhapV?

AfWer feeding and ZaWering him aW Whe Bridge Inn Whe\¶re read\.
ScoWWiVh CanalV WoileW ke\ iV WeVWed again aW RaWho Marina and
Whe\¶re off Wo Whe big ciW\.

More of Whe Vame - gardening on each
bank ZiWh Whe oarV, Ze coXld haYe
ploXghed Whem if Ze¶d XVed oXr normal
oarV.

AcroVV Whe SlaWeford
AqXedXcW again bXW Where
iVn¶W a Wrain Wo race WhiV
Wime.

We eYen meW oXr firVW
ScoWWiVh Canal¶V boaW.

https://locatoweb.com/map/single/1411272928


MeggeWland and Ze meeW oXr firVW XniYerViW\ co[ed 4
oXW pracWiVing. We keep oXW of Wheir Za\ aV Whe\¶re
faVWer Whan XV bXW probabl\ haYen¶W pracWiVed Wheir
fairing aV mXch.

GeWWing Wo HarriVon Park WhiV Wime ZaV enoXgh, Ze¶d alread\ done Whe Lochrin BaVin Vo Ze¶d coYered Whe
Zhole canal. We¶d giYe Whe YolXnWeerV aW LeamingWon LifW Bridge a reVW Woda\.

SXrpriVingl\ Whe Wrailer WXrnV Xp leaYing an empW\ driYeZa\ VomeZhere nearb\.
OXW Vhe comeV and iW¶V all done bar Whe VhoXWing.
Well, a good cleaning oXW a feZ da\V laWer Zhen boWh boaWV goW VZapped back onWo Wheir dollieV.

The end.

ReflecWionV
Good job Ze XVed Whe VhorW oarV. 9 feeW  incheV long aV oppoVed Wo oXr 13 feeW Vea going oneV.
5 paddleV ZoXld haYe been good Vo Whe co[ coXld alVo one.
We VhoXld ma\be haYe XVed Vomeone aW a home baVe on Whe end of a phone for VorWing oXW an\
difficXlWieV, eVpeciall\ aW Whe VWarW of each da\ for WroXble VhooWing like chaVing Xp miVVing people. OXr oZn
faW conWroller ma\be.
Bridge coXnWing iV Whe Za\ Wo naYigaWe. All of Whe ScoWWiVh CanalV mapV VhoZ Whe bridgeV and nXmber Whem
Vo iW¶V eaV\ Wo Vee Zhere \oX are. KnoZing \oXr deVWinaWion iV bridge 62 helpV Zhen Whe creZ aVk ³are Ze
nearl\ Where \eW?´
RoZing 6 Xp iV beVW if \oX ZanW Wo geW an\ picWXreV.
IW VoXndV eaVier Whan roZing aW Vea bXW half Whe Wime \oX¶re dodging Whe VhrXbber\ or floaWing iVlandV and if
Whe co[ WakeV Wheir handV off When ZiWhin WZo VecondV \oX¶re inWo Whe bank (again).
The Wracker iV inYalXable if changing creZV.
CXVhionV!! We need more cXVhionV. 4 hoXrV giYeV \oX a nXmb bXm.
Ma\be ScoWWiVh CanalV can be perVXaded WhaW a creZ of 2 coXld remain in Whe boaW Wo Wake iW WhroXgh lockV.

CUediWV
The co[eV
All of Whe creZV Zho Wook parW.
ScoWWiVh CanalV VWaff
DaYe aW DrXmbeg in LinliWhgoZ.
AndreZ Liddle of LinliWhgoZ Union Canal SocieW\
OXr phoWographerV Zho ma\ noW be correcWl\ crediWed, if aW all.
The reconnaiVVance Weam
The X 38 bXV Zhich ZaV made for Whe WaVk.
SeYeral breZerieV for helping Whe original idea Wake rooW
The pedeVWrian Zho reVcXed Whe WZo aW Whe bXV VWop aW Whe Zheel, oWherZiVe Whe\¶d VWill be Where.



PhoWo cUediWV
ChriV Mincher
Kenn\ MaXle
Iain JamieVon
Bob FleeW
Claire SmiWh
E[cerpWV from ScoWWiVh Canal¶V Skipper¶V GXide
Google MapV and SWreeWYieZ - linkV
And an\one elVe I miVVed.

TZo  albXmV

Co[eV



CreZV


